Keepour
NHS public

Putting right 6 myths about the National Health Service
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All research shows that an integrated publicly run
health service is more cost-effective. According to
a recent study by the Royal Society of Medicine,
the NHS is one of the most cost-effective health
systems in the developed world. The research

|n the p”vately mn US health gal§tem' looked at 17 countries over 25 years. In the US
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A review by the NHS medical director,
Professor Sir Bruce Keogh, reported that
mortality rates in all NHS hospitals
have been falling for the past
10 years, with overall
mortality down by an
estimated 30

per cent.

Where does all that money go? In
2009, the top 5 US health insurance
companies reported $12.2 billion
in profit. The Health and Social

Care Act will open up the NHS to
market competition on the US model. The
beneficiaries will be the insurance companies and
private corporations.
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Most of the cost increases of racent
years have heen the manaaenal

costs that resylked from the incernal
market introduced by the john Major
qovernment in 1990, Managerial costs
then rose from 5 to ¥ par cent of the
NS hudget.

The government claims that the cost of the
NHS will have doubled in 20 years and will

be unaffordable unless ‘something is done’.
This is just another of its attempts to justify its
privatisation programme.

The Scottish government has released figures
on the estimated cost of the NHS in Scotland in
coming years. It projects an average increase
in the NHS budget for all ages between 2016
and 2031 of 1.2 per cent a year and for the older
people’s social work budget 2.7 per cent.

But during that same period, the economy is
expected to grow 2.5 per cent per year. The real
figures are not so frightening after all.
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Patients already had a say in the choice of hospital
before this legislation was introduced. This kind
of choice is fully compatible with publicly
run national healthcare. But only a very
small percentage of patients chose to
make use of this choice. This is because
what patients want is a good local hospital.
The present government constantly
links choice with competition. The same
argument was used with the privatisation of
water, gas, electricity and the railway.

Competition between supermarkets

and retail shops might offer more choice
and lower prices for customers but NHS
patients don’t shop for healthcare. The
argument for more competition is simply
a smokescreen for opening up the NHS to
private companies.
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It’s not too late. Your local authority and local
Clinical Commissioning Group make decisions
about NHS services every week. Here are some of
the things you can do.

Get involved in a local campaign. You are not
alone. Join Keep Our NHS Public, the NHS Support
Federation or 38 Degrees. The public campaign in
Lewisham showed what united public opposition
can achieve.

The Health and Wellbeing Board of the County
Council is responsible for health strategy. It meets
in public. Make your views known.

Healthwatch is meant to be the local voice of

boat’ from inside.

Your local Clinical Commissioning Group has
regular meetings in public. You can attend
meetings, ask questions, make your views
known to them.

Get involved in the Patient Participation Group
at your GP’s surgery. If there isn’t one, ask if
you can set one up.

Make your views known to your local MP.

Find out if the person you intend to vote for

in 2015 will support the repeal of the 2012
Health and Social Care Act and restoration of
a publicly funded and provided NHS for which
the Secretary of State is responsible.

Find out which services in your area are being
outsourced to the private sector; protest to
your local CCG and in the local media.
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Our NHS

Keep Our NHS Public (KONP) opendemocracy.net/ournhs

The Socialist Health Association

sochealth.co.uk

Unison unison.org.uk
keepournhspublicoxfordshire.org.uk Unite unitetheunion.org

British Medical Association bma.org.uk

Royal College of Nurses rcn.org.uk
The NHS Support Federation

nhscampaign.org
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38degrees.org.uk
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